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Antigen Testing (School Use Only) 

 

What is an Antigen Test? 

 Detects specific proteins on the surface of the virus. 

o Molecular (PCR) tests detects the virus’s genetic material. 

 Less expensive, and has a shorter turnaround time than molecular (PCR) tests. 

 Test results are less accurate, and should be interpreted carefully. 

o They are more likely to miss an active COVID-19 infection compared to molecular 

(PCR) tests. 

 They have best results when performed on those who have symptoms. FDA has not 

approved antigen tests for screening of asymptomatic individuals, but they may be 

conducted in settings where PCR tests are lacking. 

 

Positive Antigen Test Results 

 Positive test results in symptomatic individuals should be considered probable cases, 

and do not require a confirmatory PCR test. 

o These cases should be treated as if they are positive cases. They need to follow 

positive case isolation guidance, and their close contacts need to follow 

quarantine guidance. 

o These cases have a 90 day “immunity” window, and can follow the 90 day 

immunity guidance if re-exposed to COVID-19. 

 Positive test results in asymptomatic individuals should be followed by a confirmatory 

PCR test as soon as possible, and within 48 hours. 

o If these individuals refuse PCR testing, or do not test within 48 hours, they 

should be considered probable cases (see above). These cases do NOT have a 90 

day “immunity” window. 

 

Negative Antigen Test Results 

 Negative test results in symptomatic individuals should be considered a false negative, 

and should be followed up by a confirmatory PCR test as soon as possible. 

o If these individuals refuse PCR testing, they should be considered probable cases 

(see above). These cases do NOT have a 90 day “immunity” window. 

 Negative test results in asymptomatic individuals should be considered a negative case, 

and do not need a confirmatory PCR test. 
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